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remainder.    Sometimes also  they offer wooden images of human  beings, which  are buried before  the shrine  of the goddess and are obviously substitutes for a human sacrifice ; and the lower castes offer pigs.     If a man dies of snakebite they make a little silver image of a snake, and then kill a real snake, and make a platform outside the village and place the image on it, which is afterwards regularly worshipped as Nagoba Deo.     They may perhaps think that the spirit  of the snake which  is  killed  passes into the silver image.    Somebody  afterwards   steals   the   image,  but  this does  not matter.     Similarly if a man is killed by a tiger he is deified and worshipped as Baghoba Deo, though they cannot  kill a  tiger as   a preliminary.     The Kunbis make images of their ancestors in silver or brass, and keep them in a basket with their other household deities.     But when these get too numerous they take them on a pilgrimage to some sacred river and deposit them in it.    A man who has lost   both   parents  will   invite  some   man  and  woman  on Akshaya Tritiya,1 and call them by the names of his parents, and  give  them a feast.     Among the  mythological stories known to the caste is one of some interest, explaining how the dark spots came on the face of the moon.     They say that once all the gods were going to a dinner-party, each riding on his favourite animal or vdhan (conveyance).    But the  vdhan  of Ganpati, the   fat  god  with  the head of an elephant, was  a  rat,   and  the   rat  naturally could not go as fast as the other animals, and as it was very far from being up to Ganpati's weight, it tripped and fell, and Ganpati came off.    The moon was looking on, and laughed so much that Ganpati was enraged, and cursed it, saying, ' Thy face shall be black for laughing at me.'     Accordingly the moon turned quite black ; but the other gods interfered, and said that the curse was too hard, so Ganpati agreed that only a part of the moon's face should be blackened in revenge for the insult.    This happened on the fourth day of the bright fortnight of Bhadon (September), and on that day it is said that nobody should look at the moon, as if he does, his reputation will probably be lowered by some false charge or
1 The 3rd Baisakh (May) Sudi, the     The name means, * The day of immor-commencement of the agricultural year.      tality.'